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TRANSPORT (ROAD PASSENGER SERVICES) AMENDMENT 
(COVID-19 RESPONSE AND REGIONAL ASSISTANCE) BILL 2020 

Receipt and First Reading 
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [10.16 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
The bill before the house today seeks to make urgent amendment to the Transport (Road Passenger Services) Act 2018 
to allow the use of a proportion of the funds that have been collected through the on-demand passenger transport levy to 
support the passenger transport industry during the COVID-19 crisis. Specifically, the amendment will permit use of 
a portion of the levy funds to provide a package of assistance to former regional taxi licence holders and provide targeted 
relief for the wider industry. Making this amendment to the act will allow approximately $8 million of levy funds 
that have been collected to date to be directed back to industry—directed back to where they are urgently needed. 
For many months, regional taxi operators—those who invested heavily in taxi car licences prior to the reform and 
still have business debts and bills to pay—have called on government to provide them with financial assistance 
that recognises their past business investments. Additionally, the current COVID crisis will impact the ability of 
regional taxi businesses to service any debts or financial obligations they may have. 
Amendment of this act will allow for assistance to be given. The government has committed over $4.5 million to 
a regional assistance payment scheme that takes into account the historical transfer values for taxi car businesses 
that were gained through purchase from third parties. Specific details of the payments for eligible former regional 
taxi licensees are still being finalised. However, in broad terms, regional taxi payments will be made to people who 
were the holders of a taxi car licence issued under the former provisions of the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 
on 1 July 2019, who obtained that licence by buying it as part of a taxi business sale, and who were operating a taxi 
vehicle against the licence at the time. 
People who obtained their taxi car licence through an expression of interest from the department, or who transferred 
the licence into their name for a zero value sum, will not be eligible for the regional assistance payment. Also, 
payments will not be made against taxi car licences that were not operating a vehicle against the associated country 
taxi plate on 1 July 2019. 

The scheme will take into account the purchase value in relation to the eligible taxi car licence when the licence 
was transferred into their name. For those who bought their licence for under $20 000, the regional assistance 
payment made will be that purchase price. If the purchase price was more than $20 000, similar to the metropolitan 
buyback, the estimated monopoly profits that could have been earned from the licence over that time will be taken 
into account, but with the payment subject to a floor payment of $20 000. 
The minister is aware that there are a number of outliers, individuals who paid large sums of money for individual 
transactions—for example, over $200 000—but under the calculation would receive only the floor payment of 
$20 000. Those individuals may be eligible for an additional payment above the floor price. Many payments will 
be at the floor price of $20 000; however, some licensees will be eligible for sums of over $100 000 per licence, 
with a maximum of $110 000 to be paid against any individual licence. A payment for each eligible licence will 
be made, with a cap of five payments made to any one individual, company or partnership that has multiple 
licences. This is similar to the approach taken for the Perth taxi buyback scheme. It recognises that regional taxi 
operators made significant investments to provide reliable transport services to their communities. It also recognises 
that licensees have made considerable returns from those investments over the years in an environment in which 
the number of operators were limited, which must be taken into account. 
The minister believes the assistance package for taxi operators in our regional areas being offered is fair and 
reasonable and should alleviate some of the hardship that is being experienced right now, particularly as a result 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 
There is much work to do, though, before payments can be made to the eligible regional taxi licensees. The details 
of the scheme and the closing date for application need to be gazetted as part of a ministerial determination. 
Application forms and finance processes need to be set up by the department. The minister asks that people be patient 
while we work through the necessary arrangements. The Department of Transport will be in touch with those who 
are considered to be eligible for the payments as soon as possible. 
In addition to funds for regional taxi operators, a further estimated $3.5 million will be immediately earmarked for 
COVID-19 relief for the broader industry. Firstly, it is proposed to provide a direct cash payment of $2 500 to each 
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of the more than 600 authorised on-demand booking services that directly hold the authorisation for almost 
2 500 passenger transport vehicles operating statewide. These booking service authorisation holders include mainly 
sole taxidrivers who take bookings, premium and special event charter operators, as well as bus and coaches that 
take bookings for both on-demand charter and tourism passenger services across the state. 
The government has also agreed to waive for the next 12 months all renewal fees for annual authorisation as an 
on-demand booking service. That will mean more than 800 small, medium and large booking services will not pay 
their on-demand booking service authorisation renewal fee, which varies depending on how large the operation is, 
until 2021. The minister is aware that many authorised booking services have recently paid their renewals and this 
waiver will extend to those people as well. Where the booking service has already paid its renewal, a credit will 
be given for the renewal that is to fall due in 2021. 
Also, more than 11 000 customers hold 18 850 passenger transport vehicle authorisations that provide taxi rank or 
hail or on-demand charter and tourism passenger services to customers across the state. Almost 10 000 of these 
customers hold the PTV authorisation for just one vehicle. These are mainly drivers who are affiliated with one of 
the major taxi despatchers or rideshare companies—those generally who are not a booking service in their own 
right. We wish to provide some support for these people as well. The best way to do this is to waive the annual 
$113 fee for all PTV authorisation holders. For a large business that has, say, 300 vehicles, this could mean 
a saving of over $300 000 a year. Similar to the booking service fee waiver, any annual passenger transport vehicle 
authorisation renewal that has been paid in the last month will be credited to the next renewal in 2021. 
These measures are intended to be part of a one-off package. Again, the total cost of the package is estimated to 
be approximately $8 million. Both the state and federal governments have announced measures to support businesses 
and individuals with regard to mortgages, freezing household charges, business tax relief and so on. These will 
also be available to people in this industry. 
The amendments we are seeking to introduce today and the measures the government wants to put in place now 
will provide additional support specifically relevant to the passenger transport industry. I thank members for their 
consideration of this urgent amendment bill as we make adjustments to our laws to meet the ever-changing 
environment in which we are living. 
Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and I table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 3757.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Made Order of the Day — Motion 
On motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), resolved — 

That the second reading of this bill be made an order of the day for the next day’s sitting. 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013757cb37e993c125e00c34825853e00006b81/$file/tp-3757.pdf
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